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any resolution respecting the troops, and thought I must risk leaving the person immediately under me in charge of the Morne in order to do so. I was absent for about a week, visited the whole coast and country from Souffriere to Vieux Fort. The country is less mountainous and infinitely more beautiful and fertile than on the side of Castries. The four towns of Souffriere, Choiseul, Laborie, and Vieux Fort upon the coast are neat and healthy. I had an opportunity at those places of conversing with all the country people whom fear had driven from their habitations. I encouraged them, and assured them of protection. I said that I should post the troops so as to protect their plantations, that they must then return to them with a determination not to quit them. I said that something must be risked to preserve their property, and that, above all, it was become necessary from policy, if not from humanity, to treat their slaves not only with lenity, but even with kindness ; that men after having been told they were free, and after carrying arms, did not easily return to slavery and labour. It would require management. Kind treatment and good feeling could alone do it. When those in the woods saw the others comfortable and happy, they would naturally join them. The troops should be employed to catch such as did not, but I would not permit the masters to treat their negroes with harshness. That, for my part, I saw no reason why a man should be treated harshly because he was black or of colour. All men were entitled to justice, and they should meet with it from me without distinction or partiality, whether white or black, republican or royalist.
These sentiments, which I expressed at the public meetings as well as in my private conversations, were by no means pleasant to many, particularly to the emigres. I professed no preference to them ; on the contrary, I wished to curb their insolence. I observe that those people, instead of profiting by their misfortunes, seem only to have increased their prejudices, and in their banishment pant for the moment to gratify their revenge and tyrannise over